A. lumbricoides has been associated to the ABO System by various authors. The objective was to detect ABO System epitopes in A. lumbricoides of groups O, A, B and AB patients. 28 adult parasites were obtained from children to be used as assay material. The patients ABO blood groups were determined. Extracts of A. lumbricoides [AE] 
. At present, there is evidence that they perform a function and play a biological role that might not be associated to the erythrocytes 1, 7, 15 . Ascaris lumbricoides has been associated to the ABO System by various authors 12, 13 .
The objective of this paper was to detect ABO System epitopes in Ascaris lumbricoides of groups O, A, B and AB patients.
28 adult parasites were obtained from children to be used as assay material. The patients ABO blood groups were determined by means of conventional techniques 9 . Extracts of A. lumbricoides [AE] were prepared by surgical remotion of the cuticle and refrigerated mechanical rupture 5, 11, 13 Many parasitic nematodes defy potent and specific immune responses to survive for long periods in otherwise immunocompetent hosts. Their success may stem partly from an ability to directly modulate host immunity, but they are also able to withstand continuous and vigorous antibody responses to many of their products. One manner in which many nematodes are able to evade antibody-directed effector mechanims is by shedding of surface-bound antibodies 3 . Soil nematodes are attacked by nematophagous fungi, which recognize the nematode surface in a lectin-like interaction, a presumptive reason for the diversity in carbohydrate expression on this group of nematodes. From this property, the coat has been adapted by parasitic species to new functions The experiments detected antigenic determiners in eight out 28 [AE] .The epitopes found in the extracts are the same as the ones found in the children from whom the parasites were obtained.
This fact suggests that A.lumbricoides might absorb A and B antigens from the host and/or modify the cuticular carbohydrate expression as a kind of molecular mimicry 13 . The use of highly sensitive techniques increases the possibility of detecting these antigens that may be present in small amounts in the parasite. 
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